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EPLAW was born here, 
in Paris, 
in 2000
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5 MAY 2000

First meeting in Paris
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FIRST MEETING 
WITH EU COMMISSION



25 APRIL 2001

First EPLAW Board
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25 APRIL 2001

First Resolution
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19 September 2001 First Press Release



FIRST GENERAL MEETING OF EPLA BRUSSELS 19 SEPTEMBER 2001

Mooney - Tilmann – Heinrich – Véron – MEP Lehne – de Visscher 
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14 March 2003 Position Paper on community Patent



2004 “EPLA” BECOMES “EPLAW”
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In 2002 the members of the Working Party on Litigation set up by 
the European Patent Office who had christened their baby 
“European Patent Litigation Protocol” (EPLP) considered that the 
name Protocol was no longer suitable and decided to call their 
future baby “European Patent Litigation Agreement” ( ). 

Our association was left with no other option than either to sue 
several EU Member States or to change its name. 

As professional litigators, we know that litigation is not always the 
best way to start building a strong and friendly relationship…

The association therefore decided to change its acronym to EPLAW, 
its current name.

EPLA



2nd President
Kevin Mooney

UK
2003-2007

4th President
Jochen 

Pagenberg
DE

2009-2011

3rd President
Willem Hoyng
NL
2007-2009

5th President
Christian 
Gassauer-
Fleissner
AT
2011-2014
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6th President
Richard Ebbink

NL
2014-2015

8th President
Klaus Haft

DE
2016-2018

7th President
Penny Gilbert
UK
2015-2016

9th President
Thierry Calame
CH
2018-2020
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10th President
Myles Jelf
UK
2020-
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* AND MARIO FRANZOSI CREATED VENICE…

Mario Franzosi
2005
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ET MARIUS FRANCISCUS FECIT VENETIAM…
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Claude Vallet
Paris Court

then EPO Legal BOA

Massimo Scuffi
Corte di cassazione



MARIELLE PIANA
EPO

Thank you for your hard work!
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VENICE 1

Winfried Tilmann
The EPLAW’s brain
16 October 2005
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VENICE MOCK TRIALS



VENICE SCEPTER HELD BY KEVIN MOONEY

15 November 2008 (Venice IV)



YOUNG EPLAW



THE UPC BAND ON ABBEY ROAD

Starting their European tour
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BRUSSELS 18 FEBRUARY 2013

Margot Fröhlinger Kevin Mooney Michel Barnier



UNIFIED PATENT COURT AGREEMENT

Signing ceremony
Brussels
19 February 2013

25



RULES OF PROCEDURE 
THE MAKING OF
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DRAFTING PROCESS: STAGE 0

4 November 2006, Venice Forum: 
European Patent Judges approve the principles of the Rules of Procedure
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DRAFTING PROCESS: STAGES 1-5

2007-2012: 
EU Commision’s Expert group Judges, Lawyers and Business representatives
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DRAFTING PROCESS: STAGES 6-15

2012-2014: Drafting Committee
Judges and Lawyers
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DRAFT 16 (31 JANUARY 2014)

Reviewed and modified in 2014 by 
the Preparatory Committee
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DRAFTING PROCESS: STAGES 17 +

26 November 2014: Public hearing in Trier
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RATIFICATION PROCESS IN GERMANY
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GERMANY WILL PRESS
THE IGNITION BUTTON
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

pierre.veron@veron.com
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