
DECLARATION
THE PARTICIPANTS, IDENTIFIED BELOW, OF

THE 13TH EUROPEAN PATENT JUDGES'
SYMPOSIUM HELD FROM THE 12TH TO THE

16TH SEPTEMBER 2006 IN THESSALONIKI,
HAVING SEEN THE RESOLUTION PASSED AT

THE JUDGES FORUM HELD ON SAN SERVOLO
IN VENICE ON 14-16 OCTOBER 2005, A COPY

OF WHICH IS ATTACHED, WISH TO ASSOCIATE
THEMSELVES WITH THE TENOR OF THAT

RESOLUTION (WITH THE UNDERSTANDING
THAT PARAGRAPH (ii) OF THAT RESOLUTION
SHOULD APPLY TO ALL MEMBER STATES OF

THE EPC)
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RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE NAMED JUDGES SPECIALISING IN PATENT LAW AT
THE JUDGES' FORUM HELD IN SAN SERVOLO, VENICE - OCTOBER 14-16 2005
Having regard to the large number of patents granted by the European Patent Office and in force in
European countries (currently estimated at in excess of 700,000); and

Having regard to the necessity to enforce these patents nationally which is unduly expensive for patentees
and may result in inconsistent decisions in different countries thereby creating barriers to trade; and

Having regard to the goals of the Lisbon Agenda of the European Community and the failure to date of the
Member States of the EU to implement a Community Patent system; and

Having regard to the fact that even if an appropriate Community Patent system were to be implemented now,
Community Patents will not be enforceable for many years and European Patents will continue to be granted.

WE

(i) resolve that a practical way for European Patents to be enforced throughout the
EU and member countries of the European Patent Convention within a
reasonable time and at reasonable cost would be to convene a Diplomatic
Conference with a view to implementing proposals broadly along the lines of
those of the Working Party for a European Patent Litigation Agreement as soon
as practicable; and

(ii) urge that Member States of the EU and Turkey and Switzerland co-operate in
such endeavour whether by way of Enhanced Co-operation pursuant to Art II of
EC Treaty or otherwise.

*************************
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